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settlement sheets contain all the infor-
mation listed above.

(ii) The words ‘‘final report” shall be
shown on the last report at the close of
his marketing season or at the end of
each fiscal period if such handler mar-
kets potatoes on a year-round basis.

(4) Prepayment of assessment: (i) In
lieu of the monthly assessment and re-
porting requirements of paragraph (b)
of this section, the Board may permit
designated handlers to make advance
payments of their total estimated as-
sessments for the season to the Board
prior to their actual determination of
assessable potatoes. Such procedure
may be permitted when it is considered
by the designated handler to be the
more practical method of payment.

(ii) Persons using such procedure
shall provide a final annual accounting
of actual handling and assessments.

(iii) Specific requirements, instruc-
tions, and forms for making such ad-
vance payments shall be provided by
the Board upon request.

(d) Payment through cooperating agen-
cy. The Board may authorize other or-
ganizations to collect assessments in
its behalf. In any State or area in
which the Board has negotiated an
agreement to collect assessments with
an agency such as a State Potato Com-
mission or a Potato Association ap-
proved by the Secretary, the des-
ignated handler shall pay the assess-
ment to such agency in the time and
manner, and with such identifying in-
formation as specified in such agree-
ment. Such an agreement shall not
provide any cooperating agency with
authority to collect confidential infor-
mation from handlers; to qualify, the
cooperating agency must on its own ac-
cord have access to all information re-
quired by the Board for collection pur-
poses. If the Board requires further evi-
dence of payment than provided, it
may acquire such evidence from indi-
vidual designated handlers.

(1) All such agreements are subject to
the requirement of §1207.352 Confiden-
tial treatment, of the plan, the provi-
sions of section 310(c) of the Act, and
all applicable rules and regulations and
financial safeguards in effect under the
Act and the plan; and all affected per-
sons shall agree to, and conduct their

79

§1207.514

operations and activities in accordance
with, such requirements.
(2) [Reserved]

[37 FR 17379, Aug. 26, 1972, as amended by
Amdt. 6, 42 FR 55879, Oct. 20, 1977; 56 FR
40231, Aug. 14, 1991; 62 FR 46179, Sept. 2, 1997]

§1207.514 Exemption for organic pota-
toes.

(a) A producer who operates under an
approved National Organic Program
(NOP) (7 CFR part 205) system plan;
produces only products that are eligi-
ble to be labeled as 100 percent organic
under the NOP, except as provided for
in paragraph (h) of this section; and is
not a split operation shall be exempt
from the payment of assessments.

(b) To apply for an exemption under
this section, the producer shall submit
a request for exemption to the Board—
on a form provided by the Board—at
any time initially and annually there-
after on or before July 1 as long as the
producer continues to be eligible for
the exemption.

(c) The request shall include the fol-
lowing: The producer’s name and ad-
dress, a copy of the organic farm or or-
ganic handling operation certificate
provided by a USDA-accredited certi-
fying agent as defined in section 2103 of
the Organic Foods Production Act of
1990 (7 U.S.C. 6502), a signed certifi-
cation that the applicant meets all of
the requirements specified in para-
graph (a) of this section for an assess-
ment exemption, and such other infor-
mation as may be required by the
Board and with the approval of the
Secretary.

(d) If the producer complies with the
requirements of this section, the Board
will grant the exemption and issue a
Certificate of Exemption to the pro-
ducer. For exemption requests received
on or before August 15, 2005, the Board
will have 60 days to approve the exemp-
tion request; after August 15, 2005, the
Board will have 30 days to approve the
exemption request. If the application is
disapproved, the Board will notify the
applicant of the reason(s) for dis-
approval within the same timeframe.

(e) The producer shall provide a copy
of the Certificate of Exemption to each
handler to whom the producer sells po-
tatoes. The handler shall maintain
records showing the exempt producer’s
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name and address and the exemption
number assigned by the Board.

(f) An importer who imports only
products that are eligible to be labeled
as 100 percent organic under the NOP (7
CFR part 205) and who is not a split op-
eration shall be exempt from the pay-
ment of assessments. That importer
may submit documentation to the
Board and request an exemption from
assessment on 100 percent organic po-
tatoes, potato products, and seed pota-
toes—on a form provided by the
Board—at any time initially and annu-
ally thereafter on or before July 1 as
long as the importer continues to be el-
igible for the exemption. This docu-
mentation shall include the same in-
formation required of producers in
paragraph (c) of this section. If the im-
porter complies with the requirements
of this section, the Board will grant
the exemption and issue a Certificate
of Exemption to the importer. The
Board will also issue the importer a 9-
digit alphanumeric Harmonized Tariff
Schedule (HTS) classification valid for
1 year from the date of issue. This HTS
classification should be entered by the
importer on the Customs entry docu-
mentation. Any line item entry of 100
percent organic potatoes, potato prod-
ucts, and seed potatoes bearing this
HTS classification assigned by the
Board will not be subject to assess-
ments.

(g) The exemption will apply imme-
diately following the issuance of the
Certificate of Exemption.

(h) Agricultural commodities pro-
duced and marketed under an organic
system plan, as described in 7 CFR
205.201, but not sold, labeled, or rep-
resented as organic, shall not dis-
qualify a producer from exemption
under this section, except that pro-
ducers who produce both organic and
non-organic agricultural commodities
as a result of split operations shall not
qualify for exemption. Reasons for con-
ventional sales include lack of demand
for organic products, isolated use of
antibiotics for humane purposes, chem-
ical or pesticide use as the result of
State or emergency spray programs,
and crops from a buffer area as de-
scribed in 7 CFR part 205, provided all
other criteria are met.

[70 FR 2755, Jan. 14, 2005]
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§1207.515 Safeguards.

The Board may require reports by
designated handlers and importers on
the handling, importation, and disposi-
tion of exempted potatoes. Also, au-
thorized employees of the Board or the
Secretary, may inspect such books and
records as are appropriate and nec-
essary to verify the reports on such
disposition.

[87 FR 17379, Aug. 26, 1972, as amended at 56
FR 40232, Aug. 14, 1991]

RECORDS

§1207.532 Retention
records.

Each handler and importer required
to make reports pursuant to this sub-
part shall maintain and retain such
records for at least 2 years beyond the
end of the marketing year of their ap-
plicability:

(a) One copy of each report made to
the Board; and

(b) Such records as are necessary to
verify such reports.

[37 FR 17379, Aug. 26, 1972, as amended at 56
FR 40232, Aug. 14, 1991]

period for

§1207.5633 Availability of records.

(a) Each handler and importer re-
quired to make reports pursuant to
this subpart shall make available for
inspection by authorized employees of
the Board or the Secretary during reg-
ular business hours, such records as are
appropriate and necessary to verify re-
ports required under this subpart.

(b) Importers shall also maintain for
2 years records on the total quantities
of potatoes imported and on the total
quantities of potato products imported,
and a record of each importation of po-
tatoes, potato products, and seed pota-
toes including quantity, date, and port
of entry, and shall make such records
available for inspection by authorized
employees of the Board or the Sec-
retary during regular business hours.

[56 FR 40232, Aug. 14, 1991]

§1207.534 OMB control number as-
signed pursuant to the Paperwork
Reduction Act.

The information collection require-
ments contained in this part have been
approved by the Office of Management
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